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Mary Elizabeth Wasson (1845-1927) 
 

Mary Wasson was the third of eight children born to John and Jemima Wasson. 

 

John and Jemima Wasson’s daughter Mary was born on June 25, 1845 in Amboy, Oswego County, 

New York.  She moved to Jackson County, Iowa with her family in 1854, and then to Jones County, 

Iowa by 1860. 

 

Like the rest of her family, Jane attended the Scotch Grove Presbyterian Church when the family 

moved to the area in 1854.  She remained a Presbyterian the rest of her life. 

 

   
Mary Wasson Gridley (left) and Charles Gridley (right) 
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Mary married Civil War veteran Charles B. Gridley on December 7, 1865 at her parents’ home. 

Charles was orphaned in Indiana.  After living with an older brother for a while, he joined the 

household of Lyman G. and Hannah Ransom, who had been family friends back in Indiana, and 

headed west to Iowa with them. 

 

After three years in Scotch Grove Township, Mary and Charles bought the Lovett Farm in Madison 

Township, 160 acres along the road between Onslow and Wyoming.  They eventually expanded 

their farm, adding another 80 acres across the road in Wyoming Township. 

 

 
This 1893 plat map shows the Charles Gridley Farm two years before the Gridleys retired. 
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Former site of the Charles Gridley Farm along Highway 136, south of Onslow 

 

Charles and Mary had four children.  These included the following:   

• Leona Jeanne Gridley, born October 22, 1867, in Scotch Grove Township, Jones County, 

Iowa (different sources provide different dates) 

• Mary Jeanette Gridley, possibly born in 1869 (different sources provide different dates), 

in Jones County, Iowa 

• Jemima F. Gridley, born in 1872, in Jones County, Iowa 

• George B. Gridley, born in 1876, in Jones County, Iowa 

 

Their children Jemima and George both died in infancy. 

 

Mary had some claim to fame when it came to making butter.  In the fall of 1884, she took first 

premium for her dairy butter at the county fair in Monticello.  She then repeated that 

accomplishment in early 1885 at the New Orleans Exposition, a.k.a. the World’s Industrial and 

Cotton Centennial Exposition.   
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Mary Gridley takes first premium for her butter, carrots and plums at the Jones County Fair, 

Wyoming Journal, September 25, 1884 (left); Mary Gridley takes first premium for her butter at 

the 1885 World’s Industrial and Cotton Centennial Exposition in New Orleans, Anamosa Eureka, 

February 12, 1885 (right) 

 

Mary was also active in the Wyoming Women’s Relief Corps for more than 40 years; Charles was 

active in Civil War veterans’ groups. 

 

Charles and Mary sold their farm in February 1895 when they retired to a home on North 

Washington Street in nearby Wyoming.  While living in Wyoming, the Gridley’s regularly provided 

housing for teachers from out of town as well as for rural students who attended the local high 

school. 
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The Gridley home was on Washington Street, Wyoming, about one block north from where this 

1908 postcard was photographed. 

 

 
When the Gridley’s moved to Wyoming, they joined the Wyoming Presbyterian Church, shown 

here in this 1908 postcard. 
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The Gridley’s celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary, Wyoming Journal, December 10, 1925 
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Mary died in Wyoming January 7, 1927 due to complications following a stroke.  Her funeral was 

held at her home.  She was buried in Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, Iowa. 

 

 
Mary Wasson Gridley’s obituary, Anamosa Journal, January 13, 1927 

 

 
Marker for Mary Wasson Gridley, Wyoming Cemetery 
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Charles died a year to the day after his wife died while he was staying with his daughter in Everett, 

Washington.  He was also buried in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

 
Charles Gridley’s obituary, Wyoming Journal, February 2, 1928 
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Marker for Charles Gridley, Wyoming Cemetery 

 

 
Sisters Jeanette (left) and Leona (right) Gridley 
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Leona Jeanne Gridley (Charles and Mary Gridley’s daughter) 

Daughter Leona Jeanne married Robert Elwood, who worked in construction.  They had three 

children.  The family moved to Everett, Washington.  A number of their descendants remained in 

Washington.  Leona died June 3, 1955.  She and her husband Robert were buried in Evergreen 

Cemetery in Everett. 

 

 
Marker for Robert Elwood and Leona Gridley Elwood, Evergreen Cemetery, Everett, Washington 

 

Mary Jeanette “Nettie” Gridley (Charles and Mary Gridley’s daughter) 

Daughter Mary Jeanette “Nettie” received her teacher’s certificate at Northern Illinois Normal 

School, and taught in rural Jones County schools for several years.  She married Cecil Wherry on 

March 17, 1897.  He worked as the Wyoming, Iowa postmaster.  They had two children.  They 

remained in Jones County, where Nettie died September 16, 1957.  She and her husband Cecil 

were buried in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

 
Marker for Mary Gridley Wherry, Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, Iowa 
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Jemima F. Gridley (Charles and Mary Gridley’s daughter) 

Daughter Jemima F. died January 15, 1874.  She was buried in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

 
Marker for Jemima Gridley, Wyoming Cemetery 

 

George B. Gridley (Charles and Mary Gridley’s son) 

Son George died February 22, 1877.  He was buried in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

 
Marker for George Gridley, Wyoming Cemetery 
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The Charles and Mary Gridley family plot, Wyoming Cemetery 
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